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Capital for my Odawara villa. Also I want to remind you that from
now on, no matter what happens, I want you to be with us, the Gen-
ros—it's my personal desire, of course—"
He stood beside his car.
"Will you come in for a minute?" Saionji invited him politely.
"Ah, Marquis, don't bother. Although I'm getting old and sickly, 1
still have enough strength left to stand for a few minutes. Don't you
remember those days, when you were my superior in the Echigo sec-
tor in the Restoration civil wars, forty-five years ago? We were young
and ambitious—times have changed. I wanted to tell you my plan per-
sonally. This way, travel is easier than in those palanquin days—" He
indicated his automobile.
"Field Marshal, is the car yours?" Saionji asked.
With great pride, Yamagata replied: "Yes, Marquis, it is. I, too,
finally submitted to the way of the times, though whenever my wife
urged me to buy a car I stubbornly resisted on the ground that I had
three horses and a carriage—and I'm still at ease on horseback, you see."
"How is it that you changed your mind about the matter?"
"I'll tell you, Marquis. When the late Emperor's illness was first re-
ported and I was about to rush to the Palace, one of my young friends
asked me to ride with him in his car. Well, I declined and had my
carriage drive as fast as possible, but when I arrived, my friend who
had started after me had already been there for fifteen minutes. That
incident made me change my mind. Immediately after that I placed
my order, but it took a long time to get the car actually delivered."
The Field Marshal was in an unusually good humor. "Well, Mar-
quis, I repeat, don't you forget what I said; you'll be with us from
now on in deliberating on all important national problems. Soon His
Majesty himself will command you to join the Genros. Have a good
rest-"
"So far as Yamagata is concerned, Marquis," Takekoshi said after
the automobile had disappeared, "you are already considered as one of
the Genros or the Elder Statesmen."
Saionji smiled. "Huh, he is stubborn, but when he promises some-
thing he usually carries it through."
"Marquis, you are not leaving the Capital, are you?"
"Yes, Takekoshi-san-"
"What are you going to do about the Seiyukai affairs?"
"Huh, Hara and Matsuda will eventually take charge of them-"     .

